June 9, 2025
Deerfield Township 
Regular Meeting minutes

The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Supervisor Ron Cousino with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call: Ron Cousino, Melissa Burnor, Pam Witt, Steve Andrix, Randy Dusseau, all present
Also present: Fire Chief Brett Holubik, Kevon Martis, Roger Johnson and Tom Hazzard.
Motion Witt, supported Dusseau to accept the minutes from the May 9, 2025 meeting. Motion carried.  

Motion Burnor supported Andrix, to accept the treasurer’s report as presented. Motion carried.

Public comment: None given

Lenawee County Commission report given by Commissioner Marits: He reported that the flock cameras requested by the Lenawee County Sheriff are still being debated. They read license plates of vehicles at specific locations. There are seven requested with six in a permanent location and one portable. There are questions on data storage duration and a concern that over time the cameras will be used for more than license plates readings. The cameras were not in the budget and would come out of the continency fund if approved.
The county is still working to get repaid $180,000 paid out to Slusarski Paving o behalf of the Kiwanis Trail authority as the trail authority used the county park plan as a pass through to receive grant funding which made the county ultimately responsible for the bil.
Then county is in the middle of its budget process which will be finalized this fall. There is a running surplus which is allowing the county to commit $2-3 million per yea4 in the contingency fund. It could go towards the renovations of the judicial building which had one estimated cost of $65 million.
The county commission will have a night meeting on June 26. Lenawee Now and the former Tecumseh Products site are on the agenda.
 

Zoning administrator report given by Kevon Martis: The planning commission received application for zoning application for a utility scale solar farm from Orsted but it  did not have the digital file, Martis recommended leaving a copy for people to look at in the office and it would be good to get it on the township website. I would like an updated zoning ordinances on the website,
Once we deem zoning application from Orsted is complete, we have 120 days to process the application and either approve or deny it or approve or deny with conditions. The application is for 2100 acres of which almost all is in Deerfield Township and abut 100-200 acres in Blissfield Township. Martis said soil samples have been taken in Riga Township as well and it could be a multi-phase project.
Deerfield and Blissfield townships have the same legal counsel which will help with costs.
The appeal that Deerfield Township is involved in regarding the rules the Michigan Public Service Commission created to administrate PA233 did not make the June docket for the Michigan Court of Appeals. Michigan Farm Bureau, Michigan House Republican Caucus and Our Home, Our Voice have also joined in support of the appeal.

Sexton report given by Kent Cannon: Has two more orders for foundations, trees are planted.  The building at the cemetery has been opened up and getting estimate on repairs.
Beaubiens has been contracted for grub control in the cemetery.
Motion Andrix, supported by Dusseau to accept the sexton report. Motion carried.
Fire Chief Report given by Brett Holubik: Reported 16 calls in May. There were $551.63 in ambulance fees received.  No ambulance bills have been sent in a month and a half. The ambulance inspection was done. Waiting on a new license. A repair had to be made to Tanker One and was fixed by Jordan on Holloway Road. Tyler Fall passed his firefighter class.
Lost an attic ladder ad a hose and have applied for a $5,000 DNR grant for the attic ladder, some hose and some turnout gear.
Had a huge issue referenced the drains being plugged in the fire station and had Denniss Septic Tank s come out.  There was three foot solid of dirt and soot from washing trucks in the catch basin and it back fed through the fire hall. Brett said this is the first time this has happened in 42 years Dennis charged $100.
Motion Witt, supported Dusseau to accept the fire chief’s report, Motion carried.
Pam/randy to accept the fire chief report

Old business:
Cousino reported the air conditioning units had been serviced and were in good shape.

New business:
Motion Andrix, supported by Witt to approve the bid from Beaubien’s for grub control for $700. Motion carried. 

Supervisor announcements:  There will be a special budget meeting 7 p.m. June 16.
Cousino had been notified by assessor Chris Renius he had been served a subpoena in a civil lawsuit related to a home on Forche Road between the property owner and the insurance company.
The Deerfield branch librarian texted Cousino that an outlet wasn’t working in the library. Steve Iott took care of it.  
Asked Holubik to check for participating plan through MTA.

Clerk Burnor reported on the transition taking place in the clerk’s office. Several payroll tax returns were missing with the IRS and she is actively seeking information and data to rectify the situation.
Burnor is to research more about the different tears of Michigan Township Association dues for the next meeting. 

Motion Andrix, support, Dusseau to by an air purifier for the township office. Motion carried.

Motion Dusseau, support Andrix to pay the bills as presented  including $6,275.47  general fund  $4,135.39 fire fund and $8,808.19 payroll

Motion Witt, support Andrix to adjourn the meeting, motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m. by Supervisor Cousino.

Respectfully submitted,
Melissa Burnor
Deerfield Township Clerk 
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