DEERFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
Jan. 12, 2026
Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance by Supervisor Ron Cousino.

Roll call: R. Cousino, Supervisor, M. Burnor, Clerk, P. Witt, Treasurer, S. Andrix, Trustee, R. Dusseau, Trustee. All present.

MOTION Andrix supported by Dusseau to accept the minutes of the Dec. 9, 2025 meeting as presented. MOTION carried.

MOTION Dusseau supported by Andrix to accept the January 2026 treasurer’s report as presented. MOTION carried.
Kevin Decker representing Decker Insurance agency gave a presentation on the township insurance policy and answered questions from the board.
REPORTS	
Zoning Administrator - Kevon Martis reported on negotiations with Orsted on the Host Community Agreement. He said if the project moves forward the township will get a check for $400,000. 
County Commissioner – Kevon Martis reported that the county passed the Axon contact for body cameras,  data storage and other related technology for the sheriff’s office in a 5-3 vote. The county also has a new $150,000 contract with Lenawee Now. Will be reviewed in one-year before continuing. Martis is also working with the local railroads and the possibility of restoring lines in Lenawee County.
Planning Commission Chairman – Roger Johnson said the planning commission would be looking at the data center issue and possibility recommending language to the board in regards to a zoning ordinance amendment at a special Jan.  26, 2026 meeting. Johnson said this was necessary because the electric substation south of town make the township a magnet for these and other projects. First a public hearing would be scheduled in February. Also looking at broader language to amend the zoning ordinance to give the township moratorium rights.
Fire Chief -Brett Holubik reported 17 calls in December and 145 calls for 2025. Holubik is still working on ambulance billing with the state. He said the system is difficult to work with and it ins nearly; impossible to talk with anyone in the overseeing department for help. Possible truck repairs include new fuel filters in Engine 1, air horn repair or replacement in Tanker 1 and siren repair on Brush 3.  Patriot Fire Service is looking at the problems. The ambulance needs a front -end alignment and its tires rotated. Holubik talked about a DNR gr4ant for turnout gear, hose and attic ladder.
MOTION Burnor supported by Cousino to accept the fire chief’s report.  MOTION carried.
OLD BUSINESS
The meeting with the Lenawee County Road Commission has been rescheduled to 1 p.m. March 13.
Supervisor Cousino is searching for Board of Review training.
NEW BUSINESS
Cousino reported that Clerk Burnor gave the oath of office to Gaynell Sharrock, Richard Hadden and Martha Chrisman who are serving on the Board of Review.
Cousino reported the purchase of a new flag for the library.
MOTION Witt supported by Andrix to increase the wages for board of review members and election workers to $13.75 per hour. MOTION carried. 
Cousino said there was an electrical problem at the library that occurred after a donated popcorn popper was plugged in.  Steve from Iott Electric was able to fix it quickly.
BILLS & PAYROLL
MOTION Andrix supported by Dusseau to pay the monthly bills and payroll in amount of $19,903.01 as presented. Motion carried.
MOTION Andrix supported by Dusseau to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned by Supervisor Cousino at 8:36 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Melissa Burnor
Deerfield Township Clerk
